
Worship Plan for United in Faith video worship service-Sunday, April 5, 2020  

Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 

 

Introduction to the day 

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and 

humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow 

Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as 

Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on 

the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s 

broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. 

 

At about 9:25am, go to facebook.com/uiflc – you do not have to have a Facebook account to 

watch. You can do this on a computer, tablet (IPad), or smart phone. On the left (below the 

round picture), you may want to click on “Videos” because it will make it easier to find the 

“LIVE” video while it is streaming. You can also go to this same web address later to watch a 

recorded version at any time.  

 

GATHERING 

As we gather, I invite you to bring a green piece of paper or a green piece of fabric (this green 

item will be your palm branch to wave during the gospel reading and song). If you don’t have 

anything green, grab a scarf or shirt to wave (and pretend that it is green!). If all else fails, 

Pastor Eric Bodenstab reminds us that we have palms on our hands that can be waved too. 

Imagine yourself along the road as Jesus passes by. Think about the excitement that you would 

feel in that setting.  

 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest. 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the twenty first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 

anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went 

ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 



 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

P: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 

spread garments and branches along his way. Bless us all today as we remember that Palm 

Sunday. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death 

and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

PROCESSION (in whatever way you can do it!) 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest. 

P: As we sing, remember the scene, as Jesus entered Jerusalem in a festive parade. Wave your 

substitute palm branches in your own home as you sing. 

 

GATHERING SONG All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344) 

Refrain 

All glory, laud, and honor 

to you, redeemer, king, 

to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

1 You are the king of Israel 

and David's royal Son, 

now in the Lord's name coming, 

our King and Blessed One. Refrain 

 

 

2 The company of angels 

are praising you on high; 

creation and all mortals 

in chorus make reply. Refrain 

 

 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 

with palms before you went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 

before you we present. Refrain 

 

4 To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise. 

To you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise. Refrain 

 

5 Their praises you accepted; 

accept the prayers we bring, 

great author of all goodness, 

O good and gracious King.  Refrain

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.       C: And also with you. 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for humanity you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in 

his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.        C: Amen. 

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 

 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 

 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 

 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my 

acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 

 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a | broken pot. R 

 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 

 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You | are my God. 

 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 

 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 

 

EPISTLE READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

A reading from Philippians. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 



  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

P: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 26:14--27:66 (hopefully presented by video/audio during service) 

 

SERMON/MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY - There in God’s Garden (ELW 342)

 

1 There in God's garden 

stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth 

the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge, 

Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 

 

2 Its name is Jesus, 

name that says, "Our Savior!" 

There on its branches 

see the scars of suff'ring; 

see where the tendrils 

of our human selfhood 

feed on its lifeblood. 

 

3 Thorns not its own 

are tangled in its foliage; 

our greed has starved it, 

our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! it lives! 

its grief has not destroyed it 

nor fire consumed it. 

 

4 See how its branches 

reach to us in welcome; 

hear what the Voice says, 

"Come to me, ye weary! 

Give me your sickness, 

give me all your sorrow, 

I will give blessing." 

 

5 This is my ending, 

this my resurrection; 

into your hands, Lord, 

I commit my spirit. 

This have I searched for; 

now I can possess it. 

This ground is holy. 

 

6 All heav'n is singing, 

"Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy 

healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, 

take it, take it freely!" 

Amen! My Master! 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your 

faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary 

with the message of your redemption. Hear us, O God.      C: Your mercy is great. 

P: God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, 

threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and 

researchers who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give 

courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are 

in prison and those who face execution. Hear us, O God.       C: Your mercy is great. 

P: God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or 

contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or 

terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief. Hear us, O God.     C: Your mercy is great. 

P: God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all 

things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves 

for the sake of others. Hear us, O God.     C: Your mercy is great. 

P: God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses 

in heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our 

hope. Hear us, O God.      C: Your mercy is great. 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them 

to you; through Christ our Lord.         C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and 

inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil ELW 721

Goodness is stronger than evil; 

love is stronger than hate; 

light is stronger than darkness; 

life is stronger than death; 

vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours, 

through God who loves us. 

Vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours, 

through God who loves us. 
 
Text from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu, © 1995 by Desmond Tutu. Used by permission of Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc., and 

Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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