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Praying with the Saints in Advent – Midweek Advent 1 – December 2, 2020 

Week 1 - John of Damascus (Dec. 4), Nicholas (Dec. 6) 

 

Midweek worship in Advent, while anchored in the Sunday cycle of readings, can make room 

for an additional layer of prayer and praise by observing the commemorations that fall during 

the month of December. Commemorations “illuminate various aspects of the church’s life and 

mission through the lives of women and men who have followed Christ in succeeding 

generations” (ELW Leaders Edition, p. 13). We can see God’s light reflected—however 

imperfectly—in the lives of ordinary people. May this great cloud of witnesses inspire our 

prayer as we prepare to receive in faith what they see face to face. 

Gathering Song 

Week 1 - O Lord, how shall I meet you ELW 241 

 

Opening Dialogue 

P: The Spirit and the church cry out:   C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: All those who await his appearance pray:    C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: The whole creation pleads:    C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Thanksgiving for Light 

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you set 

lights in the sky to govern night and day. In every age, you call imperfect people to be bearers 

of your light, bright with your wisdom, aflame with your righteousness, like the stars forever. 

Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ, kindled in the stable, magnified on the cross, 

and reflected in the lives of your holy people. With them, and with all your creatures we give 

you glory, through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

Psalmody 

Psalm 16:5-11 (John of Damascus) 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

6The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage. 

7I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 

8I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

9Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 

10For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

11You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. 
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Reading 

Isaiah 11:1-9 (Nicholas) 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The 

spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3His delight shall be in the fear of 

the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 

strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 

loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 

the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall 

graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing 

child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 

den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

  

Reflection 

Week 1 - Love Seen and Felt 

John of Damascus lived during a time of deep conflict in the church over the use of images in 

worship. While some held that depictions of Christ or other biblical figures were idolatrous, 

John believed that because of Christ’s incarnation, all physical matter was holy and could serve 

as a vessel for encountering the divine presence. While these images—like the bread and wine 

of holy communion—are not worshiped in themselves, they can serve as signs that we have a 

God who is not ashamed of bodies, but positively honors them by taking on our human flesh. 

We experience the love and power of this God-in-Christ not only in heaven, but here in the stuff 

of everyday life. 

Nicholas was a bishop in present-day Turkey of whom little is known but to Whom much 

legend is attributed, earning him the title “wonder-worker” among Eastern Christians. Stories 

remember him as devoted to the care of children, including an instance where he secretly 

rescued three young girls from prostitution by providing their dowries in the middle of the 

night. Over time these legends evolved into the Santa Claus figure associated with Christmas 

gift giving. Nicholas was also present at the Council of Nicaea and was a signer of the Creed we 

still confess today. 

Invite those in the assembly to bring a gift for a child in need, either in the local community or 

through the ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Ask them to consider giving the gift anonymously or in 

the name of someone else in the tradition of Nicholas. 

  

Prayers 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.    C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   C: Lord, have 

mercy. 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.    C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.     C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord.     C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring 

peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord.   C: Lord, 

have mercy. 

P: For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity, 

let us pray to the Lord.     C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await from the Lord 

great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.   C: Lord, have mercy. 

[for whom else do we pray?] 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Giving thanks for all who have gone 

before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of St. John of Damascus and St. Nicholas 

and all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through 

Christ our Lord.   C: To you, O Lord. 

P: Gracious God, bless our cities and make them places of safety for all people, rich and poor. 

Give us grace to work for cities where neighborhoods remain vibrant and whole, where the lost 

and forgotten in society are supported, and where the arts flourish. Make the diverse fabric of 

the city a delight to all who live and visit there and a strong bond uniting people around 

common goals for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 

P: Let us bless the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 

P: May God, the strength of our ancestors and the hope of our children, keep our hearts and our 

minds in Christ Jesus. C: Amen. 

  

P: May the Peace of the Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

 


