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Worship Plan for Sunday, June 20, 2021  
United in Faith Lutheran, Chicago 

4th Sunday after Pentecost  

Commemoration of Emmanuel Nine, Martyrs (6/17) 

Honoring Juneteenth (6/19) 

 

Introduction to the day 
Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! 

Now we are in the storm, the boat almost swamped; but 

Jesus is here now, and when we call him, he will calm 

the storm. Even the wind and waves listen to him as 

they would to their creator. We also listen to him and 

are called to believe in the power of God’s word in him, 

a power greater than all that we fear. 

 

If you choose to take communion with us today, please have some bread (or crackers) and wine 

(or grape juice) prepared at home. Christ is present when we share in this communion. 

 

PRELUDE - 9:30am only – Richard Trost, Tim Stine, Tom Ochocinski 

 

A Confessional Litany and Lament Commemorating Nine Who Were Slain at Mother 

Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC (to remember the Emanuel Nine, martyrs) 

P: They were doing what we are called to as they engaged in bible study. It was Wednesday 

night— a stranger walked in, and these people welcomed him and prayed together: the Rev. 

Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, 

the Rev. DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Kibwe Diop Sanders, the Rev. Daniel Lee 

Simmons, the Rev. Myra Singleton Quarles Thompson, and the honorable state senator and 

pastor of the church, the Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney. 

This stranger wanted to ignite a “race war,” he said, after he shot and killed them, denying them 

the very humanity he claimed for himself, claiming rights and privileges associated with 

“whiteness.” Now we are grieved, once again in pain, burning and anguished, lamenting the 

horror of evil unleashed. And so we cry out, C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 

P: Sorrow and heartache have come to us. Death and mourning have visited us. We feel far 

from you, O God, and distant from one another. And so we cry out, 

C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 
P: Evil besets us in our land. We acknowledge that our nation is socialized in ways that promote 

and normalize colonialization. We cry out against the horrors and agonies of racism. And so we 

cry out, C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 

P: The privileged of our nation have benefited from practices that dehumanize indigenous 

peoples. We have claimed as “discovery” lands that were not ours. These lands have been stolen 

and the nations, that were the original occupants of these lands, slain. And so we cry out, 

C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 
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P: Tribalism has led to the denial of your presence, O God. Present generations, the children 

whose ancestors were kidnapped and sold into slavery, those forced to labor not on their own 

behalf, still suffer and struggle to live in freedom while the children of colonizers, live out of 

“white privilege,” denying the fullness of your presence in all people. And so we cry out, 

C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 
P: Assaults born of greed and murder continue propping up white privilege that is 

institutionalized in our church and nation, preventing us from recognizing the twin evils of 

racism and nationalism still perpetuated among us. And so we cry out, 

C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 
P: Open our eyes, O God, open our hearts. Open our ears, O God, open our minds. Help us to 

behold one another as you behold us. Help us to be more firmly rooted in the practices of the 

gospel—so that, when we pray, the way we live will make real the dream of your beloved 

community within and among us. And so we cry out, 

C: Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us. 
P: With the help of your mercy and grace, lead us to think, believe, and change. May your 

gospel’s transforming power by the working of the Holy Spirit be present in us, in our churches, 

in our nation and all the nations of the earth. May it be so. C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756) 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

who bade the mighty ocean deep 

its own appointed limits keep: 

oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

for those in peril on the sea. 

 

2 O Savior, whose almighty word 

the winds and waves submissive heard, 

who walked upon the foaming deep, 

and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 

oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

for those in peril on the sea. 

 

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

upon the chaos dark and rude, 

and bid its angry tumult cease, 

and give, for wild confusion, peace: 

oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

for those in peril on the sea. 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 

all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 

from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

protect them wheresoe'er they go; 

thus evermore shall rise to thee 

glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 165) & GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 167) (9:30am only) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P: Let us pray. O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and 

storm. By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by 

your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Job 38:1-11 
1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 3Gird up your loins like a man, 

  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

 4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

  Tell me, if you have understanding. 

 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

  Or who stretched the line upon it? 

 6On what were its bases sunk, 

  or who laid its cornerstone 

 7when the morning stars sang together 

  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

  when it burst out from the womb?— 

 9when I made the clouds its garment, 

  and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

 10and prescribed bounds for it, 

  and set bars and doors, 

 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

  and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” 

Word of God, word of life.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

A Litany Adaptation of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (to honor Juneteenth) 
Juneteenth is a holiday that commemorates the end of slavery in the United States. It recalls how the 

states of Louisiana and Texas heard the news that President Abraham Lincoln had signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Slavery continued in those two states for more than 

two years after the proclamation was signed beaus the word had yet to travel there. Texas and 

Louisiana finally got the good news on June 19, 1865. Former slaves broke out in spontaneous 

celebration. These were dangerous times. Even in the face of resistance and threat, the formerly 

enslaved Africans found ways to give voice to the wide range of thoughts and emotions at the 

announcement of the end of legalized slavery in the United States of America.  

P: Celebration rises, up from the deep places, finding voice in the light and air no longer denied.  

C: Lift every voice and sing, sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of 

liberty. 

P: Celebration rises, not blind to the suffering, not blind to the sorrow. Celebration comes at a 

cost.    C: Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope 

unborn had died; yet with a steady beat have not our weary feet come to the place for 

which our parents sighed. 
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P: Celebration rises, remembering the way we have come, the paths taken that have brought us 

here now to this place and time of celebration. Celebration rises, up and up, full of 

remembering. Remembering the ones led to freedom by Harriet; Remembering lives and 

freedom stolen. C: We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; we have 

come treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, out from the gloomy past till 

now we stand at last where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.  

P: Celebration rises, recognizing what has been done and left undone, knowing there is still and 

yet much to do, so much further to go.  Celebration rises, naming the victories, recognizing the 

challenges yet ahead.  Celebration rises on voices offering unfinished praise.  

C: Lest our feet stray from the places, our God where we met thee; lest our hearts drunk 

with the wine of the world we forget thee;  

P: Celebration rises, resisting illusions, to be embraced by the real and abiding presence of God 

who breaks our chains, and sets us free for freedom, in power and love and joy.  

C: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears thou who hast brought us thus far on 

our way; thou who has by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we 

pray. 

P: Celebration rises, with the power of healing wings and promise to endure. Celebration rises, 

celebrating that by God’s grace, I am because You are, You are because I am; Celebrating that 

the fullness of my humanity does not diminish yours and the fullness of your humanity does not 

diminish mine. C: Shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God,  

true to our native land. True to who we are, True to who we have been and who we are 

becoming, thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he 

says,  

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in 

anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power 

of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and 

dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as 

unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 

killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 

and yet possessing everything. 

  11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no 
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restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I speak as to children—open wide 

your hearts also.   Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 171) – 9:30 only 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:35-41 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
35When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the other side.” 
36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 

boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the 

boat was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they 

woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up 

and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there 

was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41And they 

were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the 

sea obey him?”    The gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON – Pastor Carla Thompson Powell, preaching 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY - VERSE 1, 5, 6 God of the Sparrow (ELW 740) 

1 God of the sparrow God of the whale 

God of the swirling stars 

How does the creature say Awe 

How does the creature say Praise 

 

5 God of the neighbor God of the foe 

God of the pruning hook 

How does the creature say Love 

How does the creature say Peace 

 

6 God of the ages God near at hand 

God of the loving heart 

How do your children say Joy 

How do your children say Home 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  Let us come before the triune God in prayer. Holy God, you gather your people from east 

and west, north and south. We pray for the mission of the church throughout the world, that 

your steadfast love may be made known to all peoples. Lord, in your mercy,C: hear our 

prayer. 
A: You laid the foundations of the earth and the waters are the womb of creation. The morning 

stars sing your name and all creation shouts for joy. We pray for your blessed creation, that it 

may continue to flourish and magnify your glory. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: You keep watch over all nations. We pray for countries experiencing violence, hunger, and 

unrest. Guide worldwide and local community organizations in their efforts to establish safety 

and justice. Lord, in your mercy,C: hear our prayer. 

A: You are close to the brokenhearted and near to those in distress. We pray for those who are 

experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems and chains that bind us. Remove the 

barriers that separate us from one another. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: You dwell with us in this faith community. We pray for our leaders and elders. Grant them 

knowledge, patience, and kindness, that through their leadership you may be exalted in this 

assembly. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Your love endures in all situations. On this Father’s Day, we pray for those who are fathers 

or wish to be fathers, for those with broken or strained relationships, for those who are missing 

their fathers, and for fathers who have lost children. Bless and strengthen them. Lord, in your 

mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of  

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 173) – spoken at 11am 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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P: Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love:  

with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 

We praise you for the gift of your Son, 

who poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,  

and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit, 

we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 

Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 

anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, 

that, with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses to your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come! 

[in person communion – approach altar to receive pre-packaged communion] 

 

SONG DURING COMMUNION When Peace like a River (ELW 785) 
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials 

should come, let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul. R  

 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious 

thought; my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! R 
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4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 

descend; even so it is well with my soul. R 

 

The Witness of the Emanuel Nine: A Litany of Remembrance for Their Vocations 

The “Emanuel Nine,” of blessed and eternal memory, were nine gifted, loving, and 

faithful people who spent their lives striving for excellence, connection, and the presence 

of God, and spent their last moments in study of the word. They leave a legacy of grace, 

resistance, family, and faith.  

P: Gracious God, in remembering their lives and witness, we are called to a wider 

understanding of the Spirit’s work in the world. They were preachers  

C: Open us to receive the good news of Jesus Christ. 

P: They were students C: Kindle in us a desire to learn and grow in your ways. 

P: They were teachers C:  Instill in us a passion to share the wisdom of Christ. 

P: They were coaches C:  Accompany us as we strive to run the race set before us. 

P: They were mentors C: Inspire us through the wise counsel offered by others. 

P: They were leaders C: Embolden us to seek out the best in others. 

P: They were musicians C: Attune us to the sounds of your creation. 

P: They were poets C: Reveal your truth in language we have yet to discover. 

P: They were barbers C: Shape us as attentive caregivers to those around us. 

P: They were custodians C: Protect those whose work ensures our safety. 

P: They were bus drivers C: Carry us as companions in life’s unexpected journeys. 

P: They were veterans C: Remember those who risk harm for the sake of others.  

P: They were librarians C: Write on our hearts and minds the wisdom of the generations. 

P: They were advocates C: Call us to speak and act on behalf of those who are silenced. 

P: They were public servants C: Show us how to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

P: They were legislators C:  Inscribe your laws of love and justice on our hearts. 

P: In lives of faithful dedication, your servants Clementa, Cynthia, Daniel, DePayne, Ethel, 

Myra, Sharonda, Susie, and Tywanza lived by your promises, sharing their gifts with those in 

their families and communities. May we not forget their lives, taken too soon. In the years to 

come, let us share their names and their witness, so that the world comes to know of your spirit 

at work in and through them. C: We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING/CHARGE 

P: Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; return no one evil for 

evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; 

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 
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1 My life flows on in endless song; 

above earth's lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

that hails a new creation. 

 

Refrain:No storm can shake my inmost calm 

while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

how can I keep from singing? 

 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 

I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul. 

How can I keep from singing? Refrain 

 

3 What though my joys and comforts die? 

The Lord my Savior liveth. 

What though the darkness gather round? 

Songs in the night he giveth. Refrain 

 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 

a fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am his! 

How can I keep from singing? Refrain 

 

 

DISMISSAL         P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PEACE      P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   C: And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE – 9:30 only 
 

For in person offering, please leave in offering plate at the sanctuary entrance or mail to: 6525 

W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago, IL 60634. To give an online donation, please visit 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/uif    On your first visit, you will have to create an 

online giving account.  

 

 

 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/uif

