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Worship Plan for Sunday, September 19, 2021  

Proper 20 / 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00am service (in person & virtual) 

Seasons of Creation – Sky Sunday 

 

United in Faith Lutheran Church 

6525 W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago 60634 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Sky refers to the all the domains of creation above and around 

Earth. Sky especially refers to the domains close to Earth—the 

wind, the clouds, the air—the atmosphere. It is important to note 

that the term translated ‘heavens’ in the Old Testament normally 

means sky, not some abode of God far above. It is the sky in 

Psalm 19 that proclaims God’s glory, God’s visible presence on Earth. 

 

If you choose to take communion with us today, please have some bread (or crackers) and wine 

(or grape juice) prepared at home. Christ is present when we share in this communion. 

 

PRELUDE - Lois Cornils, Tim Stine 

 

GATHERING 

P: In the name of the Creator, who colors the sky, the name of Christ, who died under dark 

skies, and the name of the Spirit, the wind in the sky. Amen. 

C: Holy! Holy! Holy! Sky is filled with God’s presence. 

P: Christ, we come to into your presence today, to worship in this sanctuary called Earth, 

C: Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with your presence. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 

us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
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are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith. C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG (VS. 1,2,4,5) Sing Out, Earth and Skies (W&P 126) 

1 Leader: Come, O God of all the earth: 

All: come to us, O Righteous One; 

Leader: come, and bring our love to birth: 

All: in the glory of your Son. 

 

Refrain 

Sing out, earth and skies! 

Sing of the God who loves you! 

Raise your joyful cries! 

Dance to the life around you! 

 

2 Leader: Come, O God of wind and flame: 

All: fill the earth with righteousness; 

Leader: teach us all to sing your name: 

All: may our lives your love confess. 

Refrain 

 

4 Leader: Come, O God of snow and rain: 

All: shower down upon the earth; 

Leader: come, O God of joy and pain: 

All: God of sorrow, God of mirth. Refrain 

 

5 Leader: Come, O Justice, come, O Peace: 

All: come and shape our hearts anew; 

Leader: come and make oppression cease: 

All: bring us all to life in you. Refrain 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. C: And also with you. 

 

SPOKEN KYRIE 

P: As we come home to Earth. C: Christ, have mercy.  

P: As we seek to love our home. C: Christ, have mercy.  

P: As we seek to care for our kin. C: Christ, have mercy.  

 

SPOKEN GLORIA 

P: Glory to God in the highest! C: And on Earth peace with our kin in creation!  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray,     C: God, our Creator, as we look into the skies we celebrate the wonders 

of the worlds that surround us. Help us to see your presence in the evening sky, your spirit 

in the wind, your mercy in the falling rain. Teach us to hear the good news from the sky 

celebrating the glory of God in Earth. Rejoice with us as we behold the dawn revealing the 

mysteries of the skies above and Earth below. In the name of Christ who unites heaven 

and Earth. Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 4:23-28 
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 23I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. 

 24I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. 

 25I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. 

 26I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins 

 before the LORD, before his fierce anger. 
27For thus says the LORD: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 

 28Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; 

 for I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn back. 

A; Word of God, word of life.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 19:1-6 (read responsively) 

 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,  and the sky proclaims its | maker's handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale | to another,   and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 

 3Although they have no | words or language,   and their voices | are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;  

it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it 

again;   nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:9-13 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him  and gave him the name that is above every name,  

 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess  that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 

God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

A: Word of God, word of life. B: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - SPOKEN  

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 15:33-39 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three 

o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
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35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." 36And 

someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down." 37Then Jesus gave a loud 

cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he 

said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON – Pastor Carla Thompson Powell 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am, Lord (ELW 574) 

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?" 

Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send?" Refrain 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send?" Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need.   God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for 
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you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. 

Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this 

world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our 

environment. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire leaders to 

listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. Protect the 

vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or country. Lord, in your 

mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find 

appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in 

your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your 

call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our 

commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all 

who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy,C: hear our prayer. 

A: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Creator be with you and all creation. C: And also with you.  

P: Open your hearts. C: We open them to our Creator.  

P: Let us give thanks to our Creator. C: It is right to join creation in thanking God.  

P: It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator. Your Word is the impulse for all things to be, 

for space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to emerge from the deep, for life to be born of 

Earth, and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit. You chose to be born a human being, 

to become a part of Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from death to redeem humankind, renew 

creation, and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.  

Your presence is the living impulse in all things, the Christ deep among us, filling Earth—land, 

sea and air; filling every element and place; filling the grain and the grape we share with you 

this day. Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient voices in the forest, high voices from 

the sky, deep voices from the sea and the whole company of creation, we proclaim your 

presence among us  

C: Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth and sea and sky and all things that exist are full 

of your presence and glorify your name. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
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who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,  

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be  all honor and glory, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the table with all your kin and share with all in need— the gift of healing for those 

in pain, the gift of forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for those in doubt, and the 

gift of hope for those in tears.  

C: May we who share these gifts, share Christ with one another and with all our kin.  

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOD’S TABLE OF GRACE. 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith 

into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

P: May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all, fill you with the 

knowledge of God’s presence in sky and Earth and the pulsing of Christ within you. Go in 

peace! Serving Christ and loving Earth! C: We go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING SONG  This Is My Song (ELW 887) 
1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

but other hearts in other lands are beating 

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 

So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for their land and for mine. 

 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

and hearts united learn to live as one. 

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

myself I give you; let your will be done. 

 

PEACE      P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   C: And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

For in person offering, please leave in offering plate at the sanctuary entrance or mail to: 6525 

W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago, IL 60634. To give an online donation, please visit 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/uif    On your first visit, you will have to create an 

online giving account.  
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