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Worship Plan for Sunday, February 28, 2021  

Second Sunday in Lent 

United in Faith Lutheran Church, Chicago 

 
Introduction to the day 

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one 

made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the 

ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting 

covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share 

Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where 

there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of 

resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names 

as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in 

baptism, as we put on Christ. 

 
If you choose to take communion with us today, please have some bread (or crackers) and wine (or grape juice) 

prepared at home. Christ is present when we share in this communion. 

[ANNUAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE] 

PRELUDE: Richard Trost, Tim Stine 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer. C: Amen. 

P: God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 

full of compassion.      Fountain of living water, 

C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we 

have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive 

in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus.     C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song (ELW 808) 
1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go: 

you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 

 

3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and 

tears. 

For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 

 

4 I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 

but courage will come with the sound of your steps 

by my side. 

And with all of the family you saved by your love, 

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.
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GREETING (ELW p. 138) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 138) & GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 139) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 

death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may 

gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 

and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God 

said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 

of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 

will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between 

me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 

be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 

she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Word of God, word of life.    C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31 

 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the 

LORD‘s face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!  

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
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  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - V 1 & LENT 2 Tree of Life & Awesome Mystery (ELW 334) 

1 Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 

in your death we are reborn; 

though you die in all of hist'ry, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn. 

Lent 2 

In our call to be a blessing, 

may we be a blessing true; 

may we live and die confessing 

Christ as Lord of all we do.

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark.    C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 

are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 

the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of 

my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY (YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH (CHRIS TOMLIN)) 

1. Great is Your faithfulness, oh God 

You wrestle with the sinner's heart 

You lead us by still waters and to 

mercy 

And nothing can keep us apart 

Refrain: So remember Your people 

Remember Your children 

Remember Your promise, oh God 

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough 

Your grace is enough for me 

2. Great is Your love and justice, God 

You use the weak to lead the strong 

You lead us in the song of Your 

salvation 

And all Your people sing along 

(refrain) 
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APOSTLES CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may follow 

you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those 

who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God.     C: Your mercy is great. 

P: All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your 

creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s well-

being. Hear us, O God.     C: Your mercy is great. 

P: You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between 

nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even 

imagine. Hear us, O God.                    C: Your mercy is great. 

P: In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love 

shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are 

sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression. Hear 

us, O God.      C: Your mercy is great. 

P: You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless grandparents, 

parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care and guidance. Console 

those who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to adoption, and 

children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to families. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom 

you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives in 

you. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

[“For whom else shall we pray today…”] 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. C: Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you.      C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.         C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You 

call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed 

in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, 

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection,  

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever.         C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

 

SONG DURING COMMUNION Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth (ELW 735) 
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1 Mothering God, you gave me birth 

in the bright morning of this world. 

Creator, source of ev'ry breath, 

you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 

2 Mothering Christ, you took my form, 

offering me your food of light, 

grain of life, and grape of love, 

your very body for my peace. 

3 Mothering Spirit, nurt'ring one, 

in arms of patience hold me close, 

so that in faith I root and grow 

until I flow'r, until I know. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING       

P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy 

and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the 

name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324)

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

gathers round its head sublime. 

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

never shall the cross forsake me; 

lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

light and love upon my way, 

from the cross the radiance streaming 

adds more luster to the day. 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

by the cross are sanctified; 

peace is there that knows no measure, 

joys that through all time abide. 

 
MOVE TO ANNUAL MEETING on ZOOM: INSTRUCTIONS TO GET INTO ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Our 2021 United in Faith Annual Congregational meeting will be held virtually, via ZOOM on Sunday, 

February 28 at 10:30am. You can access the ZOOM meeting via computer, tablet, or phone. It is important 

that you can both hear and speak for this meeting (legally this is what participation entails).  

 

TO CONNECT BY PHONE: 
 

If you are connecting by phone, we will spend a few minutes at the beginning of the meeting to confirm who is 

at each phone number.  

1) Dial 312 626 6799     

You will hear: Welcome to Zoom. Enter your meeting ID, followed by # (pound). 

2) Enter:  314512003# (it’s the key to the right of ‘0’)  

*This number is the same whether it’s UIF Virtual Coffee Hour or Annual Meeting. 

You will hear: Enter your participant ID, followed by #. Otherwise, press #. 

3) Press and release the # key 

You will hear: Enter the meeting passcode, followed by #. Enter: 459928# 

You will hear: You are in the meeting. There are ___ people in the meeting. You are muted.  

While in the meeting, you can enter the following commands: 

• To mute or unmute yourself - *6 
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TO CONNECT BY COMPUTER/TABLET/INTERNET: 
 

If you are connecting this way, please have your camera on for all voting. At the beginning of the meeting, we 

will confirm how many voting members are in your location. Click on link or cut & paste into browser. 

Use this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/314512003?pwd=YklNQnlJN1Z6ckFYb2RVYkhmdEZFdz09 

 

You will enter the meeting muted. To unmute, tap 

the microphone icon on the bottom left of your 

Zoom screen. Tap again to mute. 

 

 

 

 

To toggle your camera on and off, tap the camera 

icon (bottom of screen, second from the left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.           C: And also with you. 

(share the peace with those around you, or those you can contact this afternoon) 

 

To give an online donation, please visit https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/uif     
On your first visit, you will have to create an online giving account.  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/314512003?pwd=YklNQnlJN1Z6ckFYb2RVYkhmdEZFdz09
https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/uif

